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It is likewise a common opinion, that Sydenham
thirty years old, before he formed his resolution of studying
physick, for which I can discover no other foundation than
one expression in his dedication to Dr. Mapletoft, which
seems to have given rise to it, by a gross misinterpretation ;
for he only observes, that from his conversation with Dr.
Cox to the publication of that treatise, thirty years had
intervened.

Whatever may have produced this notion, or how long
soever it may have prevailed, it is now proved, beyond
controversy, to be false; since it appears that Sydenham,
having been for some time absent from the university, re-
turned to it, in order to pursue his physical inquiries, before
he was twenty-four years old ; for, in 1648, he was admitted
to the degree of bachelor of physick.

That such reports should be confidently spread, even
among the contemporaries of the author to whom they
relate, and obtain, in a few years, such credit as to require
a regular confutation ; that it should be imagined that the
greatest physician of the age arrived at so high a degree
of skill, without any assistance from his predecessors ; and
that a man, eminent for integrity, practised medicine by
chance, and grew wise only by murder ; is not to be con-
sidered without astonishment.

But if it be, on the other part, remembered, how much
this opinion favours the laziness of some, and the pride of
others ; how readily some men confide in natural sagacity ;
and how willingly njost would spare themselves the labour
of accurate reading and tedious inquiry ; it will be easily
discovered, how much the interest of multitudes was en-
gaged in the production and continuance of this opinion,
and how cheaply those, of whom it was known that they
practised physick before they studied it, might satisfy them-
selves and others with the example of the illustrious Sy-
denham.

It is, therefore, in an uncommon degree useful to pub-
lish a true account of this memorable man, that pride,
temerity, and idleness, may be deprived of that patronage
which they have enjoyed too long ; that life may be ae*